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Waiting I’m waiting on hold.  I have been on hold with this 
customer service line for an hour and a half, and I’m getting 
impatient.   I don’t like to wait.  I want instant results.  

God doesn’t work that way.   Serving God is a long-term 
commitment.  Conversion happens instantly, but growing in grace 
takes a lifetime.    Isaiah wrote, “they that wait upon the LORD shall 
renew their strength. . .”   

 I find it interesting that the word translated “wait” comes from a root 
word meaning “to bind together.”  Many modern translators like to 
use the word “trust” or “hope,” but this oversimplifies the 
concept.  Becoming what God wants us to become involves time.  It 
involves patience.   

 There is a good deal of waiting involved in Christian maturity.   We 
are a product of our experiences.  Our understanding is relative to 
those experiences, and often the most meaningful of those 
experiences involve pain.   After surgery, many of us endure physical 
therapy.  We don’t enjoy it—it hurts.  We do it because those 
exercises slowly enable us to live a better life.  Likewise, all the 
painful experiences we endure in life develop us into the person God 
wants us to become.  I once heard Indian Missionary K.M. Rao say, 
“God never promised to save us from suffering.  He offers to save 
us through suffering.”                                              

Our Emmaus community has endured over 30 years.  Some of our 
churches have been around much longer than that.  Just as we have 
grown as individuals, each of us has seen our local Body of Christ 
grow in many ways.  Some of those ways involved painful 
experiences.  Those have been the most instructive.  Through 
those years, and through those experiences, as we draw nearer 
to one another we are drawing nearer to Christ. See page 4…. 

 



Brothers and Sisters, Press On … 
 
There are many words in the English 
language that have different meanings, 
depending on the context used.  The word 
press is one of those.  Typically, I think of 
press like pushing something as in “press the 
button,” likened on a PC to a click.  Then 
there is the noun “press” which is a machine 
that exerts huge pressure on a material to 
form a part being manufactured.  In this 
case, pressing is also known as stamping; 
and the machine is called a stamp press 
(TMI?  Sorry.)  For the last forty years or 
more, most clothing is permanent “press,” 
meaning it doesn’t need to be ironed.  
Before that, I remember my mother had to 
press, (i.e. iron) shirts, slacks, sheets, etc.   
 
In addition, there are printing presses, bench 
presses, and full court presses, to name a 
few other connotations.  Is it any wonder 
that English is a hard language to learn? 
 
Besides all these meanings, there is another 
definition for press, which is very 
noteworthy because it comes from the 
scriptures.  Let’s consider Philippians 3:13 
and 14: “Brothers and sisters, I do not 
consider myself yet to have taken hold of it.  
But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind 
and straining towards what is ahead, I press 
on toward the goal to win the prize for which 
God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus.”  In this Biblical context, press doesn’t 
refer to ironing, stamping or clicking, but to 
… pursuing.  The Apostle Paul used an 
athletic metaphor here, comparing our 
pursuit of Jesus to a race, with a goal and a 
prize to chase after.  
 

Any good athlete in any sport achieves 
success through profound self-sacrifice, 
deep dedication and extreme discipline.  The 
athlete must go to excruciating measures to 
push themselves beyond any perceived 
limitations or inadequacies.  They have to do 
more than they think they can, and press 
towards the goal of perfecting their skills and 
athleticism.  Special diets, long hours of 
exercise, ever competing at higher levels 
against others with superior skills, until, 
eventually, they reach their max.  And even 
then, they press on to be better yet. 
 
We, as Believers in Jesus, are called to be as 
those premier athletes; not in our physical 
prowess, but in our pursuit of Christlikeness.  
God has predestined us to be conformed to 
the image of Christ (Romans 8:29), which 
requires deep commitment, and a lifelong 
pursuit of that goal.  The Emmaus Walk 
serves to cast a vision for this to the pilgrims, 
and equips team members to step up in their 
service to Christ, both at the Walk and 
thereafter at their home church.  Emmaus 
serves as a means to grow in our relationship 
with God, and to find the strength and 
encouragement to be always in pursuit of 
Jesus.  Friends, your service to the 
Wilmington Emmaus Community is never in 
vain, will never be an exercise in futility, but 
instead, is always an opportunity to hone our 
gifts while we press on towards knowing 
Christ better.  Keep up the good work 
Community member.  You’re impressive. 
 
De Colores! 
 

 Dave Hinman 



 

WELCOME MEN’S WALK #65 PILGRIMS 

NAME 

Mike Allering 

Alex Butler 

Tim Cross 

John Cunningham 

Larry Dukes 

Howard Ellis 

Chuck Emery 

Greg Fessler 

Kris Jones 

Mike Knuckles 

Shawn Mann 

John Meriweather 

Dennis Osborne 

Lester Sanders 

Steven Soale 

Matt Tackett 

John “Mitch” Teal 

Steve Vance              

------------------ 

 

 

CIty 

Leesburg 

Hillsboro 

New Carlisle 

Washington C H 

Hillsboro 

Hillsboro 

Winchester 

Washington C H 

Wilmington 

Clarksville 

Blanchester 

Washington C H 

New Vienna 

Washington C H 

Sabina 

Sabina 

Winchester 

Hillsboro 

-------------- 

  

 

Sponsor 

Beth Allering/Jay Humphreys 

Bob & Dorothy Hodson 

Bob & Dorothy Hodson 

Chip Knedler 

Maurice & Debbie Mitchell 

Bob & Dorothy Hodson 

Bob & Dorothy Hodson 

Debbie Bryan 

Latasha Ruddle 

Ralph & Kim Carpenter 

Tandy Mann 

Jeff & Phyllis Hodson  

Robert Wilkin 

Jeff & Phyllis Hodson 

Bill Swearingen, Jr. 

Chet & Pam Adkins 

David Pinny 

Bob & Dorothy Hodson 

------------------------------- 

 

NOTE: Those parking for gatherings or Emmaus events, be aware as of Oct. 1 the two parking lots south of the 

Wilmington Methodist Church are not available for church use per request of the owner. The church now has 

its office in the basement of the church, not across the alley and the parking lots are off limits per owner 

request. The church has been unsuccessful in negotiating the matter. Pray about this and park elsewhere. 



  

Wilmington United Methodist Church 
 
P.O. Box 191 
 
Wilmington, OH 45177 

Wilmington Area Walk to Emmaus 

We’re on the web: 
www.wilmingtonemmaus.org 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Justin Udtana      Janell Smart 
Iris Wilkinson      Janet Workman 
Dawna Jo Kiesling     Lasley Wilkinson 
 

Pamela Nickell 
our country 

the Emmaus community 
friends with dilemmas 

Christy Mitchell’s church 
October Emmaus walk 
relationship with God 

relationships with family 
 
 
relationship with family 

More from Mike… 
Waiting for God to complete His plans 
works best when we wait together. 
This is why the song Bind Us Together, 
means so much to those who serve on 
Emmaus teams. We realize that 
together, we are the body of Christ. 
Together, we wait upon the Lord. 
Together, we renew our strength.               

…………………………….Mike Daugherty 
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