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Technology--how we love it.  Everything we do these days is 
tied to a computer somehow.  We each carry a phone in our 
pocket with more computing power than all the computers in 
the world had just 20 years ago.  We receive communications 
by text, Facebook, Messenger, Snapchat, Twitter, email, and 
(occasionally) telephone.  We have a desktop, a laptop, and a 
tablet.  Some of us have multiples of each.   

Sometimes we all need a break!  When was the last time you 
unplugged?  Sometimes, I like to turn off my ringer and leave 
my phone somewhere I can’t see the screen.   Somehow, the 
people who all seem to need me so urgently survive.  I find that 
on those days, I am more productive and happier.   

The Scripture says,  “Be still and know that I am God.”  During 
this busy season, in our busy lives, we need to take time to 
remember what is important.  This month, remember your quiet 
time.  You’ll be glad you did! 

This will be my last column as board chair.  Our chairperson 
for next year is Debbie Bryant, and I believe she is the best 
person to lead our community in 2018.  Please pray that she 
will have as many blessings in the coming year as I have 
enjoyed in 2017.  Serving this community has been an honor 
and privilege.  I love you all so very much.  

Merry	Christmas	



Maurice’s	Musings	
	 This	is	the	time	of	year	when	much	of	
the	world	comes	to	a	standstill	in	recognition	
of	the	birth	of	Jesus	Christ.	 	 It’s	also	a	time	
when	 peace	 and	 goodwill	 are	 rather	 glibly	
talked	about,	but	though	wonderful	sidebars	
to	the	birth	of	Christ,	they	are	not	the	reason	
why	Christians	celebrate	Christmas. 
	 To	Joseph,	 the	angel	of	 the	Lord	said,	
“She	(Mary)	will	bear	a	Son,	and	you	shall	
call	 His	 name	 Jesus,	 for	 He	 will	 save	 His	
people	 from	 their	 sins”	 (Matthew	 1:21	 –	
read	all	of	Matthew,	chapter	1).		And	to	the	
shepherds,	the	angel	said,	“For	unto	you	is	
born	this	day	in	the	city	of	David	a	Savior,	
Who	 is	 Christ	 the	 Lord”	 (Luke	 2:11).		
Through	 Adam,	 we	 were	 born	 spiritually	
dead	and	incapable	of	behaving	as	we	were	
created	to	behave.			
	 We	 live	 in	 a	 world	 dominated	 by	
corruption,	greed	and	prejudice,	so	it’s	easy	
to	 blame	 things	 on	 the	 state	 of	 the	world.		
But	the	problem	is	that	the	world	is	made	up	
of	 people	 like	 you	 and	 me.	 Unless	 we	
understand	 that	 Jesus	came	 into	 the	world	
to	save	us	from	our	sin,	Christmas	will	not	be	
much	more	than	a	sentimental	occasion	for	
celebration.	 To	 understand	 His	 birth,	 we	
need	 to	 leave	 Bethlehem	 behind	 and	 go	
about	a	 little	over	 six	miles	up	 the	 road	 to	
Jerusalem.		It	is	there,	at	the	cross	of	Jesus,	
the	penalty	for	our	sin	was	paid,	and	it	was	
the	only	way	our	relationship	with	God	can	
be	restored.	
	 The	 greatest	 need	 of	 every	 human	
being	 is	 to	 be	 saved.	 	 Christmas	 is	 the	
beginning	 of	 the	 story	 of	 our	 salvation;	 a	
Baby	was	born	in	Bethlehem,	sent	 into	this	
world	by	a	 loving	God	 to	become	 the	pure	
and	 flawless	 Lamb	 to	 die	 in	 our	 place.	 	 As	

Christians,	 we	 celebrate	 the	 birth	 of	 our	
Savior,	because	as	the	angel	of	the	Lord	said	
to	 Joseph,	 “He	 will	 save	 His	 people	 from	
their	sins,”	we	know	–	we	are	the	sinners	He	
came	to	save.	
	 Celebrate	 the	 true	 reason	 for	 the	
season	–	the	Gift	of	God’s	Son!	
	
Maurice Mitchell 
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The December Gathering is Tuesday, 
December 12 at 7:00 p.m.  All music is 
provided by members of the community, 
as well as Holy Communion and 
everyone joining in singing several 
Christmas Carols.  Social time and 
snacks will follow in the dining room.  
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St. Mary’s Music Series concert on Dec. 
17 @ @ 3 p.m. at St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church in Hillsboro on North High Street 
cattycornered from the post office, across 
the street from UDF. Flute, organ and 
piano by Jennie Harner, John Glaze and 
Lynn Lowell. 
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What Do You Want for Christmas? 

How many times have people asked us, “What do you want for Christmas? Each time we glibly 
recount the items on our lists that we have hinted to our families or friends that we desire. Of 
course, that is all part of the season’s enjoyment. 

What we really want, we never mention. The intangible things like happiness and health, peace 
of heart and joyous outlook on life, things like a zest forgiving each day as it comes with 
optimism and expectancy, like a strong faith in God which enables us to approach life with 
confidence and serenity. These gifts – and they are gifts – are the greatest treasures we can 
receive. 

So the next time someone asks, “What do you want for Christmas?,” maybe we might reflect a 
moment on how many of the real gifts we possess, on how often and abundantly we have been 
blessed by the hand of the Lord.  

(reprinted	and	edited	from	the	Dec.	’94	Emmaus	newsletter) 
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PLEASE	PRAY	FOR	
	

Travis	 	 	 				Jason	Wyckoff	 William	Williams	
Iris	Wilkinson	 	 				Janet	Workman	 Joe	Kessling	
Dawna	Jo	Kiesling	 				Lasley	Wilkinson	 Joan	Hudson	
Phil	Barber																									Marion	Butler	family	 Anthony	Adkins	
Pamela	Nickell	 	 				Danielle	Thompson	 Colleen	Loveland				
Erin	Butler	 	 				Pam	Smith	 	 Amanda	Foster	
Braxton	Henderson	 				Val	McKinney		 Juli	Polstra	
Isabella	Grace		 	 				Ralph	Bloom	 	 Autumn	
Oscar	McKinney	 					Marian	Butler	 Dora	Butler	 				
Leah	Williams	 	 			Liam	Willliams															Pauline	Lyons	
Joan	Hudson	 	 			Anthony	Adkins													Tina	Knisley																								
Marvin	Streitenbeger								Emma	Gusman	 Donald	Knisley	
Amanda	Foster	 	 				Doug	Ford	 	 George	Quallen	
																																						Colleen	McLaughlin											

					Christy	Mitchell’s	church	
	 						 		Jason,	Lorraine,	and	Clark	Tibbetts	
																																					Tina	and	Donald	Knisley	
	 	 							the	Emmaus	community	
	

NEW EMMAUS PARKING 
POLICY 

Those parking for gatherings or 
Emmaus events, be aware as of 
Oct. 1, 2017 the two parking lots 
south of the Wilmington Methodist 
Church are not available for 
church use per request of the 
owner. The church now has its 
office in the basement of the 
church, not across the alley and 
the parking lots are off limits per 
owner request. The church has 
been unsuccessful in negotiating 
the matter. Pray about this and 
park elsewhere. Thank you for 
courtesy. 
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