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Bob’s Beliefs 
 

Wilmington 
Emmaus 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth Peace, Goodwill toward 
man.  Luke 2:14 
 
If any of you are like me you have been wrapped up in all the stories 
about the fires that hit Gatlinburg, Tennessee this week.  My wife 
and I go there pretty much every spring and fall.  We love it down 
there.  We don’t go for the shopping, we have done that so much; 
in fact, Jennifer hates shopping.  We go and watch some shows, 
drive through the beautiful mountains, look for bears…you know 
touristy things.  But mostly we go to relax.  In the spring the flowers 
are bloomed there before they are bloomed here, the bees are out, 
people mow sooner there.  In the fall, well the mountains are just 
beautiful with fall foliage.  We love to drive through Cade’s Cove in 
hope of finding a bear out, but mostly we only see turkeys and deer, 
still beautiful to see.  But this year we found a new drive.  Roaring 
Fork Road.  It was about an hour drive.  We rolled down our window 
and drove slow through.  It was so beautiful we decided to drive it 
again a couple days later and that time we saw a little bear.   On our 
drive we stopped and took pictures high above Gatlinburg of the city 
just surrounded in beautiful colors.   
But, as we all know this week devastation struck beautiful 
Gatlinburg.  Some of our favorite places was destroyed.  The Alamo 
where we love to eat is gone.  That little road we found, Roaring 
Fork, is destroyed.  Even that little bear we saw could now be gone.  
People’s lives are devastated.   
But it is what I am reading on the internet and seeing on TV that 
impressed me the most.  People are thankful.  One man said that he 
lost all his possessions but he and his family made it out.  The owner 
of the Alamo said that they will rebuild.  Restaurants that were not 
affected opened to feed the fire fighters and the now homeless.  
Shelters have been opened for man and pets.  People who did not 
live in the mountains drove into the mountains to help get people 
out, as one said “It was just the right thing to do.” Many     (cont’d p.3) 
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I have no doubt that when April comes around we will head 
down to Gatlinburg for out vacation as planned.  We will see 
that much of the destruction will still be there.   
We are a blessed nation.  I for one have taken my life and the 







 
I remember the day I found out I was going 
to have my first baby.  Oh, my!  Such 
excitement!  I remember the joy, the thrill, 
the thankfulness I felt that the Lord was 
allowing little ole’ me to have a precious 
baby.  Our income wasn’t the greatest and 
our car left much to be desired but we had 
God, a roof over our heads, each other, and 
we were going to have a baby!  We told our 
parents and the anticipation just kept 
growing!  We were going to have a baby!!!!   
I also remember the great sense of 
responsibility that I felt.  Almost 
overwhelming for me was the responsibility 
of realizing my greatest responsibility was to 
teach this child how to get to heaven and to 
nurture this child to want to follow that 
leadership.  Wow!  That was scary! 
Now I am feeling excitement and 
anticipation again!  We are getting ready to 
celebrate the birth of another baby! This 
baby we celebrate every year.  I always think 
about the excitement, anticipation and 
overwhelming fear the mother of this baby 
must have endured.  I am sure is was much 
more intense than my feelings and 
emotions.  Imagine!  This baby had a 
heavenly father!  Talk about overwhelmed!  
Mary had to be bursting with feelings and 
emotions.  She knew it was going to be a 
baby boy and she already knew what she 
would call him.  His name would be Jesus!  
What a wonderful name.  In many ways I can 
relate to Mary. In other ways I can’t relate at 
all. 

 
Mary’s baby was born to a heavenly father, 
mine was born to an earthly father.  
Mary’s baby was perfect.  My baby was born 
in sin.  
Mary’s baby was born to be the Savior.  My 
baby was born needing a Savior. 
See, life would be very different for me and 
my baby had Mary not had her baby. Mary’s 
baby, Jesus, is so very important to us.  
Without Mary’s baby, my baby would have 
no hope.  I would have no hope. You would 
have no hope.  Because Jesus was born, 
 we all have hope. 
Now my baby has grown up and had her own 
baby who was also born in sin and in need of 
a Savior.  I, my baby, and my grandbaby have 
all accepted Mary’s baby as our Lord and 
Savior.   
So you see, celebrating the birth of Jesus 
Christ each year is so very important.  He 
changed our world, our future, our eternity.  
What a wonderful baby!  What a wonderful 
Savior! 
Happy Birthday, Jesus!  What a reason to 
celebrate! 

De Colores!                          Joy Stanforth 

JOY FROM JOY 

OY FROM JOY 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

***PLEASE BRING FOOD for the Tuesday, December 13 all-music gathering @ 7 p.m. Singing 
begins at 6:45 p.m. Join us if you can. NO Board meeting. 
 
***The 2017 Community Chair is Mike Daugherty. Bob Erwin is the Lay Director. 
 
***Pray for the February Men’s Walk # 64 - February 23 – 26. Please consider sponsoring 
someone as a Pilgrim. God’s will be done. 




 
more from Bob…. (continued from page 1) 
 
people are going down to help out in any way they can.  
I have no doubt that when April comes around we will head down to Gatlinburg for out vacation as 
planned.  We will see that much of the destruction will still be there.   
We are a blessed nation.  I for one have taken my life and the blessing in it for granted.  Other than having 
Cancer, not much has happened to me in my life, and even the Cancer the Lord cured me from.  My life 
has been very blessed with a good wife, great friends, my church, a job and 3 great dogs.  But if I was to 
go through something like they did in Gatlinburg, would I still give God all the Glory. 
I am going to take the same sound advice from my niece.   Maybe I will make this my New Year’s resolution 
for 2017.  That is not to take for granted everything the Lord has blessed me with, to think less of me and 
more on others.  To be thankful more and get rid of the idea that I deserve my blessings.  I will be a better 
friend to my friends, I will not be so quick to anger over silly things.  But most of I will spend the year giving 
God all the Glory. 
And finally, I thank you as a community for allowing me to be your Community Chair for this past year.  I 
learned a lot about myself and I thank God for helping me step outside my comfort zone.  I wish each and 
every one of you a Merry Christmas and A Very Happy New  

 De Colores  

Bob Brown 

 



St. Mary’s Concert Series - 234 N. High Street, Hillsboro, Ohio – all events are at 3 p.m  
Dec. 18, 2016 @ 3 p.m. – Enjoy a St. Mary’s Christmas 
March 17, 2017 @ 3 p.m. – Daniel Jacky Recital 
April 9, 2017 @ 3 p.m. – St. Mary’s Lenten Concert 
April 23, 2017 @ 3 p.m. – The Adagio Trio 
May 7, 2017 @ 3 p.m. – Southern State Singers Spring Concert 
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