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“Just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me...just as you did not do it to one of the least of 

these, you did not do it to me.” 
 Read: Matthew 25:31-46 

     Jesus did not tell this parable to the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, 
the sick, or the imprisoned. Had he been speaking to them, he might have told a dif-
ferent story. Jesus told this story to the disciples, and the meaning can hardly be 
more clear: the disciples are to feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the 
naked, heal the sick, and visit those in prison. 
     But what if it’s their own fault that some of these people are in bad straits? What 
if they deserve to be where they are? And what if they misuse what we give them? 
Jesus doesn’t address those questions, because the story isn’t about the needy, abut 
about the disciples. The disciples have no business sorting the deserving from the 
undeserving—if there’s sorting to be done, God will do it. Jesus here identifies him-
self with all the needy, both the deserving and the undeserving. The disciples need 
ask themselves one question only: did you give or did you not? 
�

From “Forward, Day by Day” Vol. 76, No. 4, used by permission. 
Contact Forward Movement at 800-543-1813 or visit www.forwardmovement.org 
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“Our message of the gospel came to you not in word 
only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with 

full conviction.” 
Read: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

     Christians of the twentieth century, to Paul, apostle, mis-
sionary to the world in every generation: grace be unto you, 
and peace. 
      We regret to say we do not deserve your opening remarks 
to our brothers who lived in Thessalonica. The gospel is re-
ceived here, and in such numbers that would astonish you. 
But the Thessalonians received the gospel, “not in word only, 
but in power.” Our problem is that while the word is with us, 
the power is missing. As a result, we are not “an example to 
the believers.” You may have “no need to speak about it”  to 
the Thessalonians, but we need you to speak. We read your 
letters over and over, but with results that would disappoint 
you. The Thessalonians imitated the Lord so well that their 
lives demonstrated the gospel to the world. It is sometimes 
said of us that no one can tell a Christian from a non-
Christian on a clear day at high noon.  
     This is our “affliction.” After many years of established 
Christianity we are being smothered by our own success. 

 
From “Forward, Day by Day” Vol. 76, No. 4, used by permission. 

Contact Forward Movement at 
800-543-1813 or visit www.forwardmovement.org 
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